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Strengthening Regional Access to Tertiary Education

Since 2016, the RDA Great Southern Committee has taken a leadership role in working with key regional
stakeholders to identify the economic potential and growth strategies of the education sector in the Great
Southern. Through sector roundtables, stakeholder engagement and regional research, education was
recognised as a critical driver of population retention, workforce development and long-term regional
prosperity. This work laid the foundation for a coordinated, community-driven approach to improving access
to tertiary education in the region.

Following extensive regional consultation and the completion of the Great
Southern Tertiary Education Environmental Scan in 2019, RDA Great
Southern identified significant gaps in local academic support for students
studying online or externally through Australian universities and VET
providers. In response, RDA Great Southern successfully secured funding
under the Australian Government’s Regional University Centres (RUC)
Program.
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The Great Southern Universities Centre (GS UniCentre) is a
Commonwealth-funded Regional University Study Hub operated by
RDA Great Southern WA, established to improve access to tertiary
education for students across the Great Southern region of Western
Australia.

The Albany Study Hub officially opened on
6 October 2021, marking a major
milestone for tertiary education in the
region. Located at 46 Frederick Street,
Albany, the Hub was opened by the Hon.
Nola Marino MP and provides students
with 24/7 access to a secure,
purpose-built study facility. From its
inception, the Albany Study Hub was
designed to support students to remain in
their communities while pursuing higher
education, reducing barriers related to
distance, isolation, and limited local
support.
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In 2022, in response to growing demand for
student support, the GS UniCentre expanded
its services by opening a satellite Study Hub in
B= QRIS ~RSi Sl Denmark. The Hub was established to meet
oy ok increased local need and to improve regional
" “f ; access to university study by providing a more
‘l._, convenient and cost-effective option for

! students.
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The Katanning Study Hub was launched in April 2025,
extending access to tertiary education in one of
Australia’s most multicultural regional communities.
Located in the refurbished former council chambers,
the Katanning hub recorded strong early uptake,
with 30 students registered in its first month and
positive feedback from community stakeholders and
media.

Since opening, the GS UniCentre has maintained between
250-300 active student registrations across the three Study
.\ Hubs in Albany, Denmark, and Katanning. Students benefit
from high-speed internet, dedicated study spaces, academic
skills workshops, exam invigilation, access to digital learning
tools, and personalised support. These services are provided
at no cost to students, contributing to improved retention,
confidence, and educational outcomes.




The GS UniCentre has also played a key role in
strengthening regional partnerships. Collaborative
arrangements with universities including Curtin
University, ECU, Murdoch University, CQU, WAAPA
and Notre Dame have enabled locally supported
course delivery, workshops, exam invigilation and
pathway opportunities. Engagement with TAFE,
state and federal government agencies, and
regional development organisations has further
embedded the GS UniCentre within the Great
Southern education ecosystem.

Funded through the Australian Government Department
of Education Regional University Study Hub Program and
supported by a four-year funding agreement to June
2027, the GS UniCentre operates under the governance
of RDA Great Southern, with strategic oversight from the
CEO and Education Advisory Group.

Today, the Great Southern Universities Centre is a
cornerstone of regional education infrastructure—
supporting lifelong learning, strengthening educational
equity, and enabling Great Southern residents to access
higher education without leaving their communities.




